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THE RESURRECTION OF LAZRUS 
TEXT: JOHN 11:1-44 

 
INTRODUCTION         February 24, 2008 
 
In just three weeks we’re going to be celebrating Holy Week together here at Come 
Alive. We have a great week planned for Holy Week.  Starting with Palm Sunday, 
followed by Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Our choir will be 
performing at each one of these Services. I want to encourage you to set aside Holy Week 
as a special time, to walk in Jesus footsteps.  
 
So what we want to do over the next couple of weekends is dedicate our time in these 
services to begin to focus our thoughts and hearts toward that time that we celebrate the 
resurrection of Christ, one of the most important events in the history of mankind. 
Beginning this morning we want to begin to look at some of the events and passages that 
are sort of on the road to eventually the crucifixion and ultimately the resurrection of 
Christ.   
 
The difference between LazarusÕ resurrection and Jesus, is that when Jesus is raised 
from the dead, He is alive forevermore. He is raised in a glorified body. It’s the 
resurrection the Bible describes that is the same you and I will experience. The Bible 
teaches literal, physical resurrection unto eternal life to those who have put their faith in 
the Jesus Christ.  
 
But with Lazarus, we have a completely different situation. Four days had gone by. He 
had been in the tomb, and as we read the story, it says there was a stench already. Let’s 
look at what happened. 
 
Lazarus’ two sisters, Mary and Martha, were deeply concerned. Their brother was on the 
brink of death, and they sent a message for Jesus. Let us walk through these verses and 
seee what the Holy Spirit would show us this morning.  
 
John 11: 1-6 
    * Now a certain man was sick. Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and Martha. It 
was that Mary that anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. 
Her brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore, the sisters sent for Him saying, “Behold, he 
whom You love is sick.” When Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not unto death. 
It’s for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, and when He heard that he was sick, He stayed 
two more days in the place where He was. 
 
If that’s not a paradox in terms in two verses. It doesn’t say, “Now Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, so when He heard he was sick, He hurried and hastened to 
where he was so He could heal him.” It says. “So when He heard he was sick, He stayed 
two days in the place where He was.” 
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Go with me to verses 14-15: 
 
    * Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that 
I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.” The disciples 
thought that Lazarus had just fallen asleep, but Jesus made it clear, ÒLazarus is dead.Ó 
 
Verses 20-22: 
 
    * Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but 
Mary was sitting in the house. Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God 
will give You.” 
 
Notice Martha’s candor and forthrightness. She and Mary say about the same thing, as 
you’ll see in a moment, but for Martha, it’s in a different tone. She is basically saying, “If 
You had been here, he wouldn’t be dead. But You can still make a difference. I know 
whatever You ask will happen.” 
 
Verses 23-27: 
 
    * Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.” 
 
Verse 32: 
 
    * Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, 
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
Mary’s response was different. Martha was sort of, in-your-face with Jesus. Mary bows 
before Him.  
 
Verse 33: 
 
    * Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, 
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 
 
I want to raise the question in a few moments as to why He groaned. He knows what 
He’s going to do. He’s not being persuaded by their tears. We know from the earlier  
part of the text that this is a plan that is different from the human plan: Come and 
solve my problem quick. The Lord was saying, “Wait. I’m going to work a greater 
deliverance than you can imagine. Don’t doubt My love for you.” He knows what He is 
going to do, but He is groaning as He sees their tears and listens to them. 
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Verses 34-36: 
 
    * And He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 
Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 
 
They mistake Jesus’ tears as those being wept in mourning, but they are not. Why is He 
weeping, then? We’ll come back to that. (Reading verses 37-44). 
 
Mary and Martha 
 
The Mary-Martha story tells us something else that we can learn this morning 
The first are the things that concern Mary and Martha.  
The second are the three things Jesus does. 
 
Mary and Martha, first, send out a desperation cry: Lazarus is sick. He’s dying help 
us. This is a desperate situation. Help!  
 
Perhaps there are people hear this morning who find themselves in a desperate situation. 
—maybe it isn’t illness, but things are dying in your life; finances, relationships, 
employment. There may be people feeling you’re about to go under. Things begin to 
wither. Things are moving toward death. 
 
You may be asking the same question Mary and Martha are asking,  ÒGod, have You left 
me, too?Ó Which is all the more how Martha and Mary felt when Jesus didn’t come right 
away as they expected Him to.  
 
There’s something about that that bewilders us until we come to the God-side of the 
picture. We live out so much of our life from our side: ÒI want God to get with it!” But 
what the Lord is showing us in this message is, ÒIf I  donÕt show up on your  schedule, 
it doesnÕt mean I  donÕt know whatÕs happening, and it doesnÕt mean IÕm not 
coming. I t doesnÕt mean I  havenÕt heard your  cry. I t doesnÕt mean IÕve changed My 
character .Ó 
 
Look at MarthaÕs response, she says, “You know, if You had been here, he wouldn’t 
have died. And You can still do something, if You will.” As if to say, “If You’re really 
interested....” And Jesus says, “Your brother is going to rise again.” And she says, “I 
know he’s going to rise some day.” Jesus says, “Listen. I’m not talking ‘some day.’” And 
I want to come back to His words in just a moment. 
 
Look at MaryÕs response. It’s far more worshipful; far more trusting. She knelt before 
Him, but she said the same thing.  
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And the Message to us is this: You may be frustrated (as Martha), or you may be very 
filled with faith (as Mary) in the way you come to the Lord with your dilemma. And in 
either  case, He is equally responsive. I  think itÕs an important thing. Some people 
think that in order to get answers from God, you have to strike a certain mood. What you 
need to do is come to HimÑ thatÕs the key. I tÕs Who you come to. Even if you donÕt 
come with the greatest attitude. Just come to the Lord. Br ing your case to Him. 
 
JesusÕ response.  
 
The first is summed up in a famous Yogi Berra quote: ÒItÕs not over  Ôtill itÕs over .Ó  
 
ThatÕs what Jesus is saying when He says, “I am the resurrection and the life. He that 
believes in Me—though he were dead—yet shall he live.”  
 
    * Jesus is saying: When it appears to be over on the human scene, you are not just 
waiting until some day in the distant future. If I’m there, all the life you’ll need to answer 
to your circumstance is available now. Do you believe that?Ó 
 
And thatÕs what He asked Martha, r ight on the spot. 
 
The next thing he says is: ÒRoll back the stone!Ó 
 
Jesus gave direction on how to move. I asked the questions earlier, Why does He weep? 
Why does He groan before the tomb? And the reason is, because the broken heart of 
a loving Savior, knowing full well what HeÕs going to do, still feels the agony of the 
sense of futility that grips us in our desperate situations of life  
 
I f the question exists: Does God care or does He still love? look at these times of His 
groaning and the tears that come from His eyes. Jesus, knowing He’s going to work the 
deliverance, still is identifying with this scene of the pain of human suffering. Why? 
Because He knows it was never what Father intended. It was never what was originally in 
the created order. 
 
And as He groans there at the tomb, it’s over the age-long agony of people. He’s going 
to take care of this situation, but the groaning is for the many who will never  invite the 
presence of the living God into their  situation. And God aches in His heart and 
groans because His love would reach out to us. 
 
If we’ll hear and invite Him, He’ll do the same thing today. And what He does today is 
say, ÒRoll back the stone!Ó That’s how it starts. “Remove that which will block the 
possibilities of what I’m going to do.” If He’s going to raise Lazarus, and the stone is still 
in front, Lazarus isn’t going to get out. Roll away the stone first. He tells them there is 
something they need to do, something they are capable of doing, ÒRemove that 
which will block the possibilities of what IÕm going to do.Ó  
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I  donÕt know how that may apply to your life, but I  know this: We all have things in 
our  lives that are blocking God. I t could be a heart attitude. And the Lord says, “Roll 
that back, get rid of it.” Been irritated with God and frustrated with people? Angry or 
fearful? Or have you just kind of resigned yourself to the status quo? Resignation to 
circumstance is as large a stone as you’ll ever see. The Lord says, ÒDonÕt you do that. 
Roll it back.Ó 
 
Then the next thing is: L isten for the call. It says Jesus called with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come forth!” At some point or another in your life, you need to hear the Lord 
saying it to you. “Come forth!” Step out and receive. The promise of Easter.  
 
It’s not just that Jesus rose from the dead—as true as that is. And that there’s going to be 
a great resurrection in the future—as true as that is. It’s that He IS the resurrection and 
the life. HeÕs here NOW and HeÕs calling you to COME FORTH. 
  Lazarus came forward, just stumbling along, wrapped in grave clothes. Can you see the 
scene? And Jesus says to those near by, ÒLoose him and let him go.Ó 
 
Let us let the unwrapping begin! Exper ience the breakthroughÕs in your  life that 
can only come from the Victor of Calvary.  
 
Worship Team Come Forth! 
 
May God give us the wisdom to open to what He has for us all. I’d like for you to pray 
with me. And I want to make clear what I would like to do.  
 
Prayer: Lord, I present to You that which is suffocating, stifling, and blocking the future. 
Lord, breathe Your life into it. Spirit of God, move by Your grace into each 
circumstance, in Jesus’ name. Lord, with our hands raised, we declare our availability. 
We say, “Jesus, we hear Your call to us.” 
 
Now, Lord, there are people who need to be unwrapped from entanglements. There are 
relationships that are tangling people now. There are things that tie to the past that need 
to be untangled. There is the unwinding of habits, of traditions that have been so woven 
into the fabric of habit. Only You, Lord, can unwind it. Break that. Snap the bonds to the 
past. 
 
Lord, there are people living in dependencies and abuses that are ruinous. And I pray, 
Lord, that the unwrapping begin now as they open to You. By the Resurrection power in 
Your life, Jesus, breathe the breath of life, and drive out the stench of death now. Set 
about the unwrapping. Lord. To all who now present themselves to You, Lord, I pray for 
the wisdom to know that the unwrapping procedure may take a period of time. But we 
begin now in the life now to which You call us. 
 
Let’s praise the Lord now and His promise of His life toward you.  


